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By the time many of you read 
this there will only be a few 
hours until Christmas, 2002.  
Unless you’re like me, you’ve 
probably finished your shop-
ping, so now all that remains 
are the plaguing questions of 
“will it fit” or “where did I put 
that receipt?”     
I grew up in a large family, 
which truly was a blessing, but 
in order to be somewhat fis-
cally sensible, we drew names 
for a family gift exchange.  
One nice advantage to this pro-
tocol was that it also allowed 
you to focus all of your gift 
buying energy on one family 
member instead of spreading it 
out over many. I remember 
reaching into the “hat” and 
drawing out a name and then 
running to my bedroom so I 
could discover who the lucky 
person was that had me to buy 
them a gift.  It wasn’t until 
many years later, after marry-
ing and moving to Alaska, that 
I no longer participated in this 

annual custom.  For me, not 
being there to witness the gift 
exchange took a whole lot of 
meaning away from the whole 
event.  You see, after I would 
draw a name of a family mem-
ber to purchase a gift for, I 
would get really excited to be-
gin shopping. I would go from 
one store to the next looking 
for items that fit within my 
“budget” and within my taste 
guidelines.  Next would come 
the wrapping of the gift, where 
my anticipation only grew.  
When my sisters would 
squeeze packages for a clue as 
to the contents, I was not 
happy.  On Christmas, my gift 
would finally be handed to the 
lucky recipient.  I would watch 
their face to see if they really 
liked what I got them.  Facial 
expressions usually don’t lie.  
It was one of the highlights of 
the day.  Guess what?  God is 
watching our faces too.  Are 
we excited about His gift for 
us? His name is Jesus! 
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From the Pastor’s PC 
 

Christmas Holds the Secret 

 

 A recent survey of non-Christians ranked “evangelicals” with 
ten other groups of people ranging from military officers to pros-
titutes.  In the survey, military officers were the most highly re-
garded – with evangelicals near the bottom (just ahead of prosti-
tutes).  Let me quickly share, though, that ministers closely fol-
lowed military officers and born-again Christians were close be-
hind!  Sounds a bit confusing, doesn’t it! 
 Let me make two observations.  First, less than half of non-
Christians approved of ministers and born-again Christians.  Sec-
ond, many people do not know evangelicalism and born-again Christianity are virtual 
synonyms.  Perception is not meeting with reality on this issue.  Apparently, people are 
rejecting something with which they are not truly familiar.  We should ask whether any-
thing could be done about this. 
 I think the solution can be found in Christmas.  You see, for most people confusion 
and deception about God runs rampant in the world.  They have no real sense of who He 
is.  This was especially true before God revealed Himself in His Son.  Men and women 
struggled to have faith and pursued a multitude of other Gods.  All sorts of violence, 
abuse and immorality existed.  While the Roman Empire exhibited strengths to be ad-
mired, this was actually one of the darkest periods of human history. 
In the midst of all this, angels began to declare the glory of God!  A baby was promised 
to a virgin and then was born.  Shepherds, wise men and old prayer warriors worshipped 
Him. God revealed Himself in flesh so that there would be no more confusion.  The 
truth was out – never to be made more clear.  God is a god of love and righteousness.  
He has provided peace for all. And He did this by joining Spirit with flesh.  What a 
beautiful story! 
 Today, God wants to express spiritual truth using our flesh.  Scripture calls our bod-
ies the temple of the Holy Spirit.  As we learn to integrate spiritual relationships into our 
lives, we have the best chance of clarifying some of the misperceptions that non-
Christians have.  This will confront and anger some but we will attract others who are 
seeking God’s love.   
 May God give us all the Spirit of Christmas this year. 
 
“Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people; for to-
day in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  This will be a sign 
for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger”   Luke 2:10-12 
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Hi:  Do you know me?  I realize not all of you can look so suave and debo-

nair, but hey, that’s just how it goes.  I’ll give you a couple of hints in case 

you’re having a little bit of a problem identifying me.  First, I’m not Sheila 

or Sharon, but that would have been a good guess.  I really like 10 gauge 

shotguns because if you can’t hit the duck, perhaps the shock wave will 

bring him down.  I’m not Dick Clark either; he only wishes he looked this 

good.  Come on now, quit staring and make your guess. 
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Lady Panthers Finish Successful Season 

Last year coach K led her Skyview volleyball team all the way to the state championship 
game.  One thing about a season like that is that nobody really expected it.  Entering this 
season, there were questions about how well the team could do because some important 
players had graduated.  Well, it didn’t take long for fans to begin talking about how far 
this team would go.  A transfer student from Holland joined the Panthers and two start-
ers from last year’s team were complimented with strong play from the rest of the 
squad. The result was another trip to the state tournament, Skyview’s third in a row.  
They lost their first match at state, but came back to win the next two, resulting in a 
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fourth place finish.  Moreover, they beat Service High School of Anchorage for the sec-
ond straight year at the state tournament.  Service has been the most dominant team in 
Alaska volleyball for the past two decades, so to play well against them is always a testi-
mony to your team’s success.  The Lady Panthers finished their season at 19-2, which 
ain’t too shabby folks.   
 
This year Skyview High School also hosted the Region III-4A volleyball tournament.  
Each school in the region gets to host the tournament once every eight years, so you try 
to make the most of it when it’s your turn.  This year’s Region Tourney produced some 
of the most exciting volleyball of the entire year.  Skyview ended up playing Palmer 
High School for the region championship and this match went five full games (or sets), 
with the fifth set a see-saw battle to the very end.  Skyview gymnasium was at near ca-
pacity fan wise, which is something unheard of for volleyball, and the fans were treated 
to what some sports announcers would say, “one heck-of-a-game.”  Skyview ended up 
victorious in the championship match and of course this was well received by the home-
town crowd.   
 
Coach K should be congratulated for the success of the program that has now emerged 
at Skyview High School.  Prior to her arrival, Skyview had never participated at the 
state tournament in volleyball and now they have been there three years in a row.  It is 
not uncommon to hear people talking about the state tournament when not long ago they 
were excited just to get a few wins for the entire season.  I’m sure Coach K wouldn’t 
mind you stopping by to “rap” about volleyball, but you should expect to hear more than 
just “x’s and o’s.”  Coach will probably talk to you about a few other things having to 
do with heart and character.  These things are important to her. 
 
We want congratulate Coach K and the lady Panthers.  Keep up the good work.  Per-
haps, we’ll see YOU next year at the Panther Pit when Skyview volleyball takes to the 
court for the 2003 season. 
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CRANBERRY PIE 
(from chili cook-off champion, Lynn Nelson) 

 
2 cups fresh or frozen cranberries (lingonberries) 
1 ½ cups golden raisins 
½ cup sugar 
¼ cup maple syrup 
½ tsp vanilla extract 
dash of brandy 
grated zest of 1 orange 
2 T butter, cold unsalted 
9” unbaked pie shell 
 
Combine first seven ingredients and pour into pie shell. Dot with butter cut into small 
pieces. Bake at 425 degrees for 15 minutes. Reduce heat to 350 degrees and bake 35-40 
minutes until crust is golden brown and juices in center of pie bubble. Cool before serv-
ing. 
 
*The recipe doesn’t call for a top crust, but I added a lattice top and sprinkled sugar over 
the top. It turned out beautiful! This recipe has just the right amount of tartness/
sweetness and would be great topped with homemade ice cream. 
 
============================================================== 

Home-Made Chicken Broth--A Recipe and Information 
(from the affable Molly Aley) 

 
I've been making my own broth for a while now (ever since I bought the awesome cook-
book, "Nourishing Traditions" by Sally Fallon) and we've all been SOOOOOOO 
pleased with it. I make a large stock pot's worth, then place the cooled strained broth 
into freezer containers, about 2 cups worth per container.  
 
It gives our food such a nutritional boost (I've noticed a real difference in the quality of 
my children's nails, believe it or not), and I love the fact that we are able to utilize al-
most every part of the chicken we bought through the Brown's this summer, as opposed 
to having to throw away the mineral and nutrient rich bones. 
******************************************** 
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             The Recipe (My adaptation from Nourishing Traditions version): 
 
  ● 1 whole free-range/organic chicken   (or 2-3 pounds bony chicken parts) 
  ● enough water to cover the chicken 
  ● 2 T apple cider or white wine vinegar (never use regular white distilled vinegar--
it's a byproduct of the petroleum industry and great for cleaning but NOT great for hu-
man ingestion!) 
  ● 1/4 to 1/2 cup wine (optional--wine also helps draw out minerals, and the alchohol 
evaporates during the cooking process, leaving a pleasing taste addition) 
  ● 1 or 2 large onions, peeled and cut in half 
  ● 2-3 carrots (whole or chopped) 
  ● 2-3 celery stocks (whole or chopped) 
  ● 1 head of garlic (peel if you want, but it's not necessary) 
  ● desired spices (I use thyme, parsley, sage, and basil) 
 
1.  Place whole chicken in the stock pot, add 2 T vinegar, and cover with 
cold water. Let stand 30 min. to 1 hour (this helps the vinegar pull the nutrients out of 
the bones).  
2.  Bring to a boil, removing any scum that rises to the top. 
3.  After an hour or so, you may pull the chicken out, let cool enough to touch, and re-
move meat from the bones. Then return the unused portion back to the stock pot and 
continue simmering.  
However, if you're not in a hurry to use the meat, you can wait to do this until you are 
completely finished making the broth.  
4.  Reduce heat, cover and simmer gently for 8-10 hours (or more, if you like). For a 
richer, more flavor-filled stock, cook longer (up to 24 hours).  
5.  Strain cooled broth into bowl (I usually just use the lid to strain it, carefully holding 
it on the pot while I pour the cooled broth into a large bowl placed in the kitchen sink). 
Add sea salt and more spices to taste. Remove meat from bones, if you've not already 
done so, and use it in cassaroles, salads, sandwhiches, curries, etc...  
6.  If you want a fat-free broth, put the bowl of strained broth in the fridge overnight or 
until the fat rises to the top of the bowl and congeals. Then remove fat, and store or use 
the broth as desired.  (If you have small children, I recommend not removing the fat--as 
fat is good and even necessary for brain development). 
                                                                                         
 

(continued on p. 8) 
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More Nutritional Information from Molly  
(you didn’t think two pages would be enough for Molly, did you?) 

 
**When cooking in the future, remember to save bits and pieces of vegetables leftover, 
and unused animal parts. Save these in a bag in your freezer to use the next time you 
make broth!  
 
**You can use the same recipe to make beef, deer, moose, 
caribou, lamb, etc. broth, using the boniest parts of free-range/
organic animal (such as knuckle bones, feet, antler, rib or neck 
bones) and spices that compliment the flavoring. Some recom-
mend roasting any meaty bones until browned in a 350 oven, 
and then adding to the stock pot with the vegetables, including 
any juices and fat that accumulate in the roasting pan. It is rec-
ommended that beef stock be simmered a minimum of 12 
hours, more if longer up to 72. After straining, add sea salt 
and more spices to taste.  
 
***To test whether or not your stock has a good amount of gelatin in it, chill your broth. 
It should thicken, to the point of even jelling completely in some cases. If your broth is 
still runny, even when chilled, don't despair. Add a bit of store-bought gelatin and then 
try again next time. Sometimes the factory-fed animals don't have enough "stuff" in 
their nutritionally-deprived bones to make a good gelatin. Remember to use organic or 
free-range animals. You also may not have simmered your broth long enough. As you 
boil down your stock, it will thicken and the nutrients will be more condense.  
 
***In fact, if you need to conserve storage space, you may boil your broth down until it 
reaches a syrupy concentration. (This is called "fumee" or "demi-glace"). This can be 
stored in small freezer containers or ziplock bags after first freezing in ice cube trays, 
though remember when you use it that a little bit goes a long way.  
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**Some nutritional facts about broth/stock: 

 

The acidic vinegar and wine added helps to draw out minerals, particularly the calcium, 
potassium, and magnesium.  
 

Real stock also supplies hydrophilic colloids to the diet, as the famous Dr. Francis Pot-
tenger discovered. In plain English, this means that the gelatin in meat broths has the 
unusual ability to attract liquids even after it has been heated (this is what makes Jello 
work). In the stomach, broth attracts digestive juices to the surface of cooked foods, aid-
ing the digestion and allowing the body to more fully utilize the complete protiens taken 
in. Those with digestive difficulties/diseases often greatly benefit when real broth is 
added to their diet, particularly when ingested alongside meat. 
 

The components of cartilage and collegen also exist in homecooked broth, very helpful 
in cancer, bone disorders and arthritic problems (and therefore likely also helpful in 
avoiding them).  
 
 
Hope you enjoy!!! 
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Kasilof Community Church Missionaries 
 
As more new people begin to fellowship at KCC, one important question many may ask 
is who are the missionaries this church supports; where do they serve and how long have 
we supported them?  This brief report is meant to answer some of those questions not 
only for newcomers, but for some of us who have been here a while and may have never 
known. 
 
Tim & Barbara Wood: Sports Outreach Institute in Ometepec, Mexico 
 
Kasilof Church started supporting the Wood’s in 1981. 
 
Our Mission:  To Work with Christian Evangelical Churches training them in Evangel-
ism, Discipleship, Church Planting & Missions, using sports, small groups and litera-
ture.  Our long-term objective is to make disciples of Jesus Christ, who will also repro-
duce other disciples.  (2 Timothy 2:2) 
 
Tim grew up as a missionary kid in Mexico.  His parents were killed in an airplane crash 
in Mexico. 
 
They have 4 children: 
Nathan born in 1984 
Joshua (Josh) born in 1986 
Andrew (Andy) born in 1991 
Susanna (Susie) born in 1994 
 
They started in Bogotá, Columbia doing door-to-door evangelism, then they moved to 
Santiago, Chile doing the same thing. 
They are now in Ometepec, Mexico working with Sports Outreach working mostly with 
the youth, and then reaching out to the parents & others, also doing Bible Studies. 
 
U.S.A.  (Hdq.) Address:    Mexico (Home) Address: 
Sports Outreach Institute, P.O. Box 119  Calle Pedro Ascencio Pte. 17 
Monroe, Virginia 24574    Ometepec, Gro. C.P. 41707 Mexico 
E-Mail SportsOutreach@juno.com   email: timwood@puertanet.com 
        tim_wood3@yahoo.com 
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Peggy Dancy: Wycliffe Bible Translators 
 
Kasilof Community Church started supporting Peggy in 1993. 
 
Peggy was a local 1st grade teacher at Tustumena School, here in Kasilof, AK.  Peggy is 
a single, independent missionary; she has supported herself as a missionary. Her desire 
was to be a schoolteacher to the missionaries’ children so the children would not have to 
go away to boarding school. After her retirement Peggy moved to Lisbon, Portugal for 
one year to learn the Portuguese language.  Then moved to Mozambique, Africa teach-
ing to several other missionaries’ children. 
 
In 1993 our church wanted to add support for Peggy since she was using her own mon-
ies to send several African’s to Bible School. One of our One Another Groups as also 
donated monies since 2001 to help with sending local Mozambican to Bible College.  
 
Margaret Dancy   When sending stapled letters the address is: 
Wycliffe Bible Translators  C.P. 164 Nampula, Mozambique, South Africa 
P.O.Box 6282200    
Orlando, Fl. 32862-8200  When sending sealed envelopes or packages: 
     SIL Mozambique,  
email:     P.O. Box 4245 Kempton Park 
peggy_dancy@sil.org   Kempton Park 1620 
     South Africa 
============================================================== 
Ted & Val McKenney  Solid Rock Bible Camp 
 
Kasilof Community Church started supporting them in 1999.  Ted is from Portland, Ore-
gon. Val is from Alaska; her parents were missionaries Kodiak & Soldotna, Alaska. 
They met as counselors at Solid Rock & married in 1977.  They went on staff at Solid 
Rock full time in 1981. Ted is executive director & Val is administrative assistant as 
well as waterfront director, they raised all their children at camp. 
 
Ted & Val have 4 children & 2 grandchildren.      Solid Rock Bible Camp Ministries 
Carrie born in 1979            We started supporting SRBC in 1958 
Crystal born in 1982            Bert & Donna Schultz were directors 
Courtney born in 1985            
Corey born in 1990            P.O. Box 489 
email: balmck@gci.net           Soldotna, AK  99669 
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Kasilof Community Church Missionaries (continued) 
 
Jacob & Jenn Barkman: Solid Rock Ministries.  We started supporting the Barkman’s 
in April 2000.  Jacob is from Kansas & Jenn is from Soldotna, where her parents home-
steaded.  They met at Bible College in Denver, Colorado, married & moved to Alaska. 
Jacob was the driver for fuel oil. They began as missionaries with Wycliffe in North 
Carolina JARRS where Jacob did construction & maintenance from 1998-2001.  In 
March 2001 they adopted Madilyn! They moved back to Soldotna to be missionaries 
with Solid Rock in 2001. 
 
Jacob & Jenn have 3 children: Home Address:      Solid Rock Bible Camp 
Lucas born in 1989   48265 Tote Rd.,      P.O. box 489 
Kaitlyn born in 1992   Soldotna, Ak  99669      Soldotna, AK  99669 
Madilyn born in 2001   (907) 260-6962 
     jacobnjenn@gci.net 
============================================================== 
Kenn & Lesa Stark: InterAct Ministries 
Kasilof Community Church has been supporting Kenn & Lesa since 1982. 
Mission Statement:  InterAct Ministries exists to glorify God by fulfilling the Great 
Commission through church planting among unreached people groups. 
It is important to reach Muslims in North America & to form a document to address Is-
lam & terrorism in light of the distorted view that has been portrayed through the media. 
 
Kenn & Lesa grew up in Colorado & New Mexico.  Kenn studied engineering at John 
Brown University.  They came to Alaska in 1973 as a young married couple.   
Lesa got her teachers certificate at UAA in Alaska. Kenn worked for 7 ½ years on the 
North Slope.  They went to Spain with Gospel Missionary Union to work in mainte-
nance.  In 1999, they went to London, England to pioneer a Muslim Ministry.  They are 
currently in Calgary, Canada with InterAct ministries. 
 
They have 3 girls:  Tammy (born 1978);  Amber (born 1980);  Kenna Sue (born 1982) 
 
Kenn & Lesa Stark:  InterAct Ministries (USA)    InterAct Ministries (Canada) 
520 Whitehill Pl. NE  31000 SE Kelso Rd.           202, 110 11th Ave. SW 
Calgary Alberta  Boring, OR            Calgary, Alberta 
T1Y 3G8   97009-6099                 T2R 0B8     Canada 
(403) 590-2830 
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KCC DEACONESS CORNER 
 
Our Deaconesses report the following needs and news: 
 
   *  Val Lewis needs nursery workers & subs.  
 
   *  Samaritans Purse received 47 shoeboxes from our church.  
 
   *  We gave 4 Thanksgiving boxes.  
 
   *  We are still looking for someone who would like to minister to our shut ins.  
 
   *  Also, anyone who would like to still donate towards padded chairs we are 
 still taking those donations. We would like to thank those who have  
 already donated. Aren't the padded chairs easier to sit on than the hard, 
 cold metal chairs? 
 
========================================================== 
It seems that certain members of Kasilof Community Church approach going up and 
down ladders in unique ways (see last issue of the KCC Newsletter for details).  But, 
now it seems there might be a competition occurring for most unique path taken up or 
down a stairway.  The Newsletter was recently informed that a gentleman named Gary 
Spruill took a curious path down a set of stairs at a recent “One-Another” group.  It was 
shared that Gary used his best side to lead the way hitting every single step with a crash, 
boom, bang!  However, I am sure Gary would want us all to know that he did not break 
even one of the records he was carrying (it seems he had some old “78” Christian re-
cords in his hands).  Kay would suggest that you ask to see some of his bruises, but she 
can’t stop laughing long enough to give anyone the correct words to use in questioning 
Gary about the incident. Our trusty church secretary has offered her services to check 
the punch at all “One-Anothers,” but how would we ever know if it was doctored or not 
as she giggles all the time anyway.   
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Date Teams Visitor Times
13-Dec JV, V Nikiski  @  SKYVIEW 4:30, 8:00
14-Dec C, JV, V Seward  @  SKYVIEW 11:30, 2:45, 6:15
17-Dec C Homer  @  SKYVIEW 4:30

Dec 19-20-21 V Palmer Tournament TBA
Dec 19-20-21 JV Skyview JV Tourney TBA

7-Jan C SoHi  @  SKYVIEW 4:30
Jan 9-10-11 V SoHi Tipoff Tournament TBA

14-Jan C Nikiski  @  SKYVIEW 4:30
Jan 16-17-18 V Nikiski Tournament TBA

24-Jan C SKYVIEW  @  Kenai  (Kenai Rec Center) 3:00
24-Jan JV, V SKYVIEW  @  Kenai 4:30, 8:00
25-Jan C, JV, V SKYVIEW  @  SoHi 11:30, 2:45, 6:15
31-Jan C Colony  @  SKYVIEW  (Soldotna Middle School) 3:00
31-Jan JV, V Colony  @  SKYVIEW 4:30, 8:00
1-Feb C, JV, V Palmer  @  SKYVIEW 11:30, 2:45, 6:15
4-Feb JV SKYVIEW  @  Nikolaevsk 5:30
6-Feb C SKYVIEW  @  Seward 6:00
7-Feb JV, V SKYVIEW  @  Homer 4:30, 8:00
8-Feb C, JV, V Kenai  @  SKYVIEW 11:30, 2:45, 6:15
11-Feb C SKYVIEW  @  Nikiski 6:00

Feb 14-15 JV, V SKYVIEW  @  Kodiak TBA
14-Feb C SKYVIEW  @  Homer 5:30
21-Feb C, JV, V SKYVIEW  @  Houston TBA
22-Feb C, JV, V SKYVIEW  @  Wasilla 11:30, 2:45, 6:15
1-Mar JV Seldovia  @  SKYVIEW 11:30
7-Mar C Homer  @  SKYVIEW  (Soldotna Middle School) 3:00
7-Mar JV, V Homer  @  SKYVIEW 4:30, 8:00
8-Mar C, JV, V SoHi  @  SKYVIEW 11:30, 2:45, 6:15

SKYVIEW HIGH SCHOOL BOYS BASKETBALL SCHEDULE
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VARSITY 
 
Back Row: 
Coach Doug 
Adam Kosydar 
Kaleb Shields 
Ryan Geller 
Adam Cooper 
Garret StClair 
Coach Dave 
 
Middle Row: 
Matt Matarrese 
Matt Travers 
Andrew Smith 
Chris Cushway 
 
Front Row: 
Kendra Tobin 
Alyse Delbom 
 

 
JV 

 
Back Row: 
Will VanHoose 
Brian Blossom 
Aaron Singleton 
Coach Doug 
David Thornton 
Jacob Belinger 
Jeff Dolifka 
 
Front Row: 
Linson Lavea 
Zach Rowel 
DJ Foister 
Liola Lavea 
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Why Greek ? 
by Brent Johnson 

 
The Jews were Hebrews, so why was the New Testament written in Greek ? 
 
In John 8:32 Jesus said, “Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
His audience answered in verse 33: “We are Abraham’s children and have never been 
slaves of anyone.” 
 
His audience had an odd nuance of freedom. The Jews were at that very moment 
under the yoke of Rome. In fact they were the fodder of one bad yoke after another. 
Syria, Greece, Persia, and Babylon to name a few. 
 
Let’s start with Persia. They were nice rulers as super-powers go. It was they that 
released the Jews in the time of Ezra and Cyrus. Nor was that an isolated incident. Per-
sia had a concept that was close to America’s methodology. It went something like this: 
trade, tax, and be rich. To those ends Persia built a huge road system, encouraged trade 
and even taxed people they conquered in a moderate fashion. 
 
Wouldn’t you know it. A little city over in Greece didn’t want to pay their taxes. So the 
Persians sent an army unit over to offer persuasion. This city (or polis, as Greek people-
packs were then called) asked Athens for help and Athens sent them a token gesture of a 
few soldiers. Persia didn’t like the gesture and decided to break the arm that offered it. 
 
That was bad news in Athens. The Athenians decided to go fight the Persians in a 
battle wherein they had little hope of winning. So they told their citizens to burn their 
own city to prevent Persia from the joy of plunder. And off the soldiers went to fight. Be 
it luck or home court advantage, the Athenian army stroked the Persians at a place 
called Marathon. When those who still had heads, had a chance to think they thought, 
“Oh no ! Our city is going to be burned for no reason !” Quick they sent some fleet 
footed fellow to run the 24 miles back home to try to prevent the sudden oxidization of 
Athens. Later a commemorative race developed called a “marathon.” 
 
Now it happened that Persia was furious over the fluke at Marathon. So King Xerxes 
gathered himself a whale of an army. Knee jerky Xerxes went bent on revenge in 480 
B.C.  Scratch one Athens. Albeit, a wily Athenian general shortly there after caught a 
Persian fleet at a place called Salamas. He introduced Persia to the bottom of the Medi-
terranean and the Greek States (again more correctly, poleis) were free. 
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‘Cept they formed what is known as the Delian League as an alliance against the Per-
sians. The DL worked and Athens wanted to keep it going. Sparta (another polis) said, 
“No thank you.” And sure enough, Athens usurped authority over the Delian League 
and used it to begin building an empire. So Sparta attacked them and a long civil war 
broke out known as the Peloponnesian War. The ensuing battles drained Greece’s econ-
omy and strength. 
 
In the north of Greece is a land called Macedonia. A certain Phillip of that country 
observed how weak Athens and Sparta had become and conquered both in a heartbeat. 
He unified Greece and announced he was going to Persia to offer them the pointy end of 
his sword. Unfortunately, only two years into enjoying his victory over Greece and be-
fore he could leave for Persia, an assassin dug a dagger in his pumper. 
 
Enter Al. Phil had a son and his name was Alexander. Al was 22 years old, educated, 
and of the opinion that Persian’s didn’t deserve to live. Greece had developed a heavily 
armed infantry that used short swords which they could wield well. These soldiers were 
called hoplites in spite of their heavy armor. And Alex was no average leader. About 
336 B.C. he took command of Greece. By the time he was 32 Persia was crushed. 
Crushed and walked on. So was Egypt. And Asia minor. And any thought that little 
weak Israel escaped, should be gently laid to rest. Al was pretty tough but some small 
thing bugged him. So he took a fever and died in Babylon at the age of 33. Which goes 
nice with the song, “My heart keeps telling me, you’re not a kid at 33. Some got to win, 
some got to lose, Good Time Alex got the blues.” 
 
Alex had three generals and they fought as humans are want to do. None could over-
come so they divvied up Alex’s Empire, which stretched from Greece east to almost the 
Indus River and south well into the Nile. At this time the Greeks became a traveling 
band. Since they had all this territory, they started colonizing and immigrating to many 
parts of Alex’s Empire. 
 
A polis that sent out a colony became known as a Mother-polis or metropolis. Their area 
of influence was Hellenized. That doesn’t mean the Devil had his way, it means the 
Greeks had their way. Their culture and language were assimilated by many nations. 
Including little Israel. 
 
About this time economic opportunities opened up and many Jews moved to Alexan-
dria, Egypt and other places. So great was this migration that the contemporary period 
of Jewish history is referred to as “The Diaspora” which means “dispersion.” To gener-
alize the time-frame, you can associate dispersion with the collapse of Persia. 
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In about 200 B.C., a Syrian named King Antiochus beat up the Greek rulers in Israel. 
The Syrians were known as Seluicid rulers but you can focus on the middle syllable and 
remember them as “losers.” They loved Greek ideas and encouraged Israel to adopt 
them. A particularly obnoxious Syrian named Antiochus IV proclaimed the Jewish re-
ligion illegal in 168 B.C. He tore down the altar in the Temple and built an altar to make 
a truce with Zeus. This alteration resulted in an altercation. A group of Jews called the 
Maccabees went plumb hysterical and ran the Syrians out of town. This unfortunately 
took a while and even after it was accomplished, Greek ideas lingered. So, most edu-
cated Jews learned the language. 
 

The Maccabeans sprouted into a group called Hasmonaeans. The Hasmonaeans 
managed to hold a free Israeli State for over a hundred years. It was under these Has-
mo’s that the Pharisees and Sadducees developed as political and religious parties. 
 

Anyway Rome rose in power and through subterfuge, adopted little Israel in 47 B.C. 
This was sort of like being adopted by a child molester and Herod himself became king 
of Judea in 37 B.C. Greek roots were deep, cultivated and flowered at this time. Latin 
was beginning it’s rise in the language world but Greek was the speak of the moment 
and Jesus was just a generation or two away. 
 

Romans weren’t big on their own ideas anyway. They magnified Greek education and 
philosophy (and some Greek ideas are rather impressive). They adopted Greek gods and 
gave them Roman names so as they could feel like they were contributing something. 
So did Mary and Joseph speak Greek ? We don’t know, but here are some clues: 
 

According to John 19:20, the sign on the cross was written in three languages, Aramaic, 
Latin and Greek. We would expect then that Israel was in-dwelled with people who 
spoke these three languages. In Acts 2:6-11 the Holy Spirit empowered believers to 
speak in about ten distinct languages. From these two passages it is apparent that Hel-
lenization did not eliminate languages common to this region. Aramaic was probably the 
language most common to Israelis of this time and place. 
 

The next clue involves education. Greeks had it. At least they had schools and upper 
class Greeks could read and write. Probably very few poor people had these linguistic 
tools until recent times. After the Greek society, schools became rare. Often the only 
ones getting an education were men receiving religious training. Even though Mary and 
Joseph were poor, we see by Lk 4:17 that Jesus could read and by Jn 8:6 that He could 
write. Likely, someone taught him these skills. In Lk 2:47 we see 12-year-old Jesus ex-
hibiting strong early signs of an education. In most contemporary nations, poor 12-year-
olds with an education were probably quite rare. 



19 

 

The Jews however had been fighting to keep their identity alive. Like the Alaskan na-
tives or other indigenous people of today, they saw their heritage being swallowed by a 
monster society. Except heritage was everything to God-fearing Jews. The rest of the 
world could adopt Greek gods and philosophies or convert to one of several “mystery” 
religions floating about. Not so the Jews. Their monotheistic religion could not be com-
promised by inclusion of plural beliefs. So they fought for their heritage with the tool of 
education. The unique Jewish religion made Jewish learning unique. Their continual 
success in the financial communities of the world could be a result of their attitude about 
education. Their continual persecution is likely a result of their financial success and 
continual minority status. 
 

Back to Joseph and Mary, we don’t know if they spoke Greek. Or even if Jesus spoke 
Greek. What we do know is that Jesus was educated, Greek was the contemporary lan-
guage of educated people, and the New Testament Scriptures in the most ancient form 
available to today’s scholars, were written in Greek. 
 

Furthermore, we know Mary was a “keeper of things in her heart.” Might not she have 
tried to give Jesus a religious education as a result of the awesome events associated 
with His birth ? Even in Egypt, the Joseph family may have gone to Alexandria where 
there was a Jewish community and probably Jewish teachers. Of course we could attrib-
ute the Lord’s education to supernatural connections. Why, however, would the Father 
have made the Son’s education easy, when He made most other things about His earthly 
life hard ? 
 

So there once was a great Greek empire. It was an empire for education even as it was 
an empire of military might. It was replaced by a Roman empire that romanticized clas-
sical Greek writing and esteemed Greek ideas. At the time of Christ, Rome was a city of 
perhaps half a million people. Misfortune fell on Rome and it was depeopled to a town 
of about 30,000 by 1000 AD. A Greek city was renamed Constantinople as it became 
the seat of the Roman Empire in 324 AD. By 1000 AD Constantinople was home to 
about 750,000 people. In the first few hundred years after the birth of Christianity, far 
more Christians lived in the eastern part of the Roman Empire than the western part. 
 

Apostle Paul was well educated and probably fluent in the Greek language as evidenced 
by Scriptures like Acts 17:16-33. It is quite possible that Paul originally wrote some of 
his letters in the Greek language. Christian scribes copied scriptures and often did so in 
the most international language of their day, Greek. 
 
Let me sum up by saying about two thousand years ago, there was a little country in a 
Hellenized Roman Empire. And to them a child was born… 
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Kasilof Community Church Military Personnel 
 
Zach Morse: son of Chuck and Cheryl Morse 
 
Chery writes: Zach is in the Navy, stationed in Groton, CN. He is an electrician’s 
mate on a nuclear submarine, the Providence. He will be coming home for a 
short visit Dec 27-Jan 1. He is really wanting to go snowboarding with Nate and 
Luke while he is here, but I warned him not to count on this.  
 
His email address is morsez@providence.navy.mil  
 
His mailing address is:  EM3 Zachary Morse 
                        USS Providence SSN 719 
                        FPO ac 09582-2399  
============================================================== 
Michael Rosser: son of Diane and Steve Webb 
 
The Webbs write: Michael is in the Navy finishing up schooling in Virginia and 
will be stationed in Yokosuka, Japan on the USS Vincennes (CG 49).  His 
schooling will end December 13, 2002.  Micheal will be an Operation Specialist.  
You may have to ask him about what his job is when he gets here.  My under-
standing is he will be tracking ship, airplanes and anything else that move on ra-
dar. Michael should be home in a couple of weeks. Then he will be off to Japan. 
============================================================== 
Tucker Mattox: son of Leila and Rod Mattox 
 
Leila writes: Tucker serves in the Navy at Camp Legiume in Jacksonville, North 
Carolina.  Tucker is a Dental Technician (Dental Man Mattox).   
 
His address is: 
203 Dale Dr. 
Jacksonville,N.C. 28540 
 
Tucker will be visiting Alaska beginning Dec 22.  (WAHoooooooo!) I can't wait 
for you  all to meet him, Amy and Parker .  
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Stewart Blakeslee:  son of Jane and Dick Blakeslee 
 
Jane writes: Stewart is serving in the US NAVY on board the USS Constellation 
CV 64. Stewart is an Aviation Ordinanceman, which means that he is the one that 
wires the bombs and loads them on the planes. 
 
Address:   Blakeslee, Stewart AN 
                USS Constellation CV 64 
                G3 Weapons Dept. 
                FPO  96635-2780 
 
Stewart's ship left on Nov. 2nd for a 6 month WesPac cruise.  They have stopped 
in Hong Kong and Singapore.  They are now headed for Iraq.  They are sched-
uled to return on the 2nd of May.  On the return home, the ship will pull into port 
in Hawaii and the dependents and parents of the crew members are going to be 
allowed to board the ship and ride it back to San Diego. Dick and I are planning 
for this trip.  The trip should take about a week.  Stewart is planning to be home 
for a visit in July or August. 
============================================================== 
 
Shad Houser:  son of Cindy & Neil Houser 
 
Cindy writes:  Shad is serving in the US Army in El Paso, TX.  He works at the 
base hospital as a nurse.  He is still working on his medical degree.   
   
Address: 1586 Artillery Rd. # B 
   El Paso, Tx.  79906        
   Phone- 915-566-3867 
 
Shad and his wife, Maria, are expecting their first child, a baby girl, in early 
April, 2003 ☺   We will be visiting them around that time. 
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Joint Christmas Program a Wonderful Event 
 

Kasilof Community Church joined with New Life Christian Fellowship of Kasilof in 

presenting this year’s Christmas program, entitled, Christmas, It’s Just the Beginning.  

The program was put on as a collaborative effort and was presented on December 15 at 

KCC and then the following Sunday, December 22 at New Life Fellowship.  There were 

too many people involved in the program for me to list them all here, but suffice it to 

say, a lot of time and effort went into the production.  A very big thank-you to everyone 

who worked so hard to make this year’s program the success it was.  

In keeping with tradition, everyone was encouraged to join together for a time of fellow-

ship and some good Christmas cookies immediately following the program.   

Shepherds verifying what the angels said  about the newborn child. 
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Aaron Dolifka and Jessie 
Hostetter receiving a les-

son in finger counting 
from Judah Aley. 

Pastor Paul gingerly approaches his seat wondering what Sheila has 
planned for his good ankle. 
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Which record of Jesus' birth is correct: The book of Matthew or the book of Luke? 
 
Q. According to Matthew, Jesus was born in a house in Bethlehem. (Matthew 2:11) They imme-
diately left in a panic to Egypt because an angel told them that Herod was going to try to kill 
Jesus. (Matthew 2:13) Afterwards, they are going to return to Bethlehem, but decide to go to 
Nazareth instead to avoid danger. (Matthew 2:22-23)  
But . . . according to Luke, Mary and Joseph were from Nazareth and went to Bethlehem only 
for a census. (Luke 2:4). Instead of being born in a house, Jesus was born in a manger because 
there was no room in an Inn. (Luke 2:7). After the birth, they waited only for Mary to go 
through ritual purification, whereupon they went to Jerusalem to sacrifice two birds. (Luke 2:22-
24). After that, they went immediately home to Nazareth. (Luke 2:39) Which record is correct? 
 
A.  As concerning your question about the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem and the seeming discrep-
ancy between the accounts in Matthew and Luke, you asked which is the correct account. As 
always in the Bible, both accounts are correct because they speak of two different time periods.  
The Luke account is the actual event of Christ's birth in the manger (Luke 2:1-39) .  
The sequence is as follows, (verse six), Mary completed nine months and gave birth to Jesus in a 
manger, (verse 7), because there was no room in the Inn.  
The shepherds were told by an angel (no star or wise man) to go to the birth with Mary and Jo-
seph present (Luke 2:16). The shepherds came and saw Christ's birth and left rejoicing. On the 
eighth day, Jesus was circumcised, and after 40 days as the Law required (Leviticus 12:1-8), 
they left for Jerusalem to make an offering for the birth of Christ. After that, they returned to 
Galilee to their own city, Nazareth (verse 39). This completes the actual birth of Christ.  
  
About a year or so later, Mary and Joseph were back in Bethlehem to complete the census. No-
tice Matthew 2:1. Jesus was already born. The wise men were led by a star, and they came to 
Herod, the king. Herod asked them what time did the star appear? It took them, from the actual 
birth of Christ in Luke 2, over a year before the wise men got to Herod (A totally different time 
period from the birth of Jesus). The wise men were not present at Christ's birth as pictures 
of Christmas contend.   Continuing the account, Herod said after you see Jesus, let me know 
because I want to worship Him. The star was still shining, and brought the wisemen to Jesus 
who at this time was a young child and living in a house (Matthew 2:11). Also Mary was only 
there with Jesus, no Joseph, as at the time of his birth in the manger (Luke 2).  
After they saw the young child, Jesus (not a new baby), they gave him presents and departed 
another way and did not tell Herod.  At this point Joseph was told by an angel to go to Egypt 
until Herod died. Herod got angry and killed all children under two (verse 16) because he knew 
Jesus was already a young child and not a baby.  After Egypt, Joseph, Mary and Jesus went to 
Nazareth because Herod was dead. From there the life of Jesus resumes in Luke 2:40.  
 
You see these are two different events, one at His birth in the Manger and the other, where Jesus 
is nearly two years old, with the wise men and their gifts. (reference:  http://www.biblestudy.org/) 


